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COI,IMANDER S DISPATCH
lJell, at least the weather didn't get bad at Vicksburg!?! For those of you who didn't make the Sunday battle, it really

picked up the pace and ended the event with a bang. Literally! It was quite a surprise when a ground charge went off about

20 feet behind me, especially since I didn't know it was there. But it was harmless and certain'ly must have looked good. As

the final federal assault was repulsed, the good Lord treated us to "Life in the Vicksburg Flood!" which, of course, made

packing up our tents and equipnent most enjoyable. The Ladies of the Texas Rifles presented us with our new flag on Sunday

morning. It was a simple ceremony but still an enntional one for^ myself. The flag is quite impressive, and my appreciation
js once aga'in extended to the ladjes who took part in sewing it.

Also, I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone of the Battle of Franklln on December 1-3. This is our

maxjmum effort event for the year. Everyone should start making plans now. EU-E: if 1rou have not paid lour registration
fee for the Battle of Franklin, send ]rour $7 to Gil.l Eastlard as soon as possible (see masthead for Gill's address).

As you wrll see. this edjtion is devoted nninly to the non-Cjvi1 l,/ar aspect of our hobby. And as usual, Jcn Butcher has

done another outstanding job with this publication. I hope you enioy it.
For God and Texas!!!

******!1*****************t********ti******t***t************t***

CALENDAR OF EVET{TS
[Notice: Most of the members, officers, and NC0s wil] be present at events in bo'ld tlpe, but you may be on your own at

events in regular type.]

BATTLE OF ATLANTA.: September 1-4 (Labor Day weekend). To be held on a 1,200 acre plantation known as "|Joodlands" located in
Adairsviile, Georgia, near I-75 between Chattanooga and Atlanta. The event will include scenarios for New Hope Church,

Kennesaw l'lountain, Varnell Station, and the Battle of Atlanta. No registration fees are accepted after August 15, so

you should have already registered pursuant to the notice in the previous newsletter. Thjs will be a brigade event,

but, as jndicated by Capt. Swenson, not an "official" Texas Rifles event. Texas Rifles members who wish to attend will
fall in wjth Cleburne's Brigade. Contact Vince Draa for nnre infornntion since Vince plans to go.

FoRT SCoTI. KANSAS. 1846 I'IEXICAN IJAR EVENT: September 8-10, Fort Scott, Kansas, Excellent event at the restored Crack

Outpost of the western frontier. Garrison duty and tactical dernonstrations, dress ball, courtmartial reenactment,

first-person impressions. Lectures on the Mexican i'/ar' '^Wffi);.t7:;:::;:Lt":';_W:W;Z'il:;:L
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men to portray U.S. Reguiars, and Bruce t/inders is recruitlng volunteers for the Mississippi Rifles. This event offers
a great location and an chance to do sonething exciting and different. More information on Mexican 1.1ar impressions will
be included in future newsletters. Contact Steve Abolt (817 535-2359) or Scott Swenson (see masthead) for more
jnformation about this event or the impressions. (See section on F0RT SCOTT jn thjs edition.)

THIRD- AIiNUAL BATTLE 0F 9AY0U BOURBEAU: September 22-24 al l,/ashington, Louisrana. Thjs event is similar to pleasant Hill.
It conmemorates Gen. Bank's Bayou Teche Campaign and the fierce Southern resistance. It takes place i;r 01d Washington,
a town containing many period hones which were occupied by Union troops 1n '63 and '64. There wjll be authentic camps

in wooded hills. Wood, hay, water, sanitary facilities (including hot showers for a small fee), and uncooked rations
provided. Saturday night, there wi'll be a dance with a cajun band and a cajun meal (about $3 a person) with a free
crock full of "Popsku'1.1" at the dance. Generous powder ratlons for al1 mi'litary participants. There will be a skirmish
(and impromptu skirmishes) followed by a grand review on Saturday. The main battle will be on Sunday beginning at 2

p.m. There wjll also be Ladies'events, dri11 competitjon, mounted cavalry contest, musket live-fire competition, and a

night batt'le cannon and musket dennnstration. Lots of powder burning at this event. Awards and trophies will alsc be

presented. Several members are already planning to go. Contact Vince Draa (see nnsthead) or James Hesse (713 4BA-7322)
for more information. This might become an official Texas Rifles event if enough npmbers want to go. ]l/ouldn't it be

great jf we could qo as a csnoany or platoon to two comhat events in Louisiana each ye:r- -- Plea:a;t Hill in Apijl atr,.j

Bourbeau in September! If you like Pleasant Hill. you'11 enjoy this event.

FORT BEND COUNTY FAIR PARADE Fniday, September 29 at Ricl-mond, Texas, (west of Houston). Parade starts at 10 a.m
Exce.llent public exposure. One-and-a-half mile nnrch through downtown Riclmond. Contact Don Drachenberg, 1014 Horace
l"1ann, Rosenberg, Texas 77471, (713) 342-1360.

COME AND TAKE IT DAYS: October 7-8 at Pioneer Village in Gonzales, Texas. Texas Revolution event conrnemorating the
famous confrontation between colonjsts and Mexican troops over a cannon. Excellent camp 1ife, parade through Gonzales,
reenactrnent of confrontation. Impressions: Texian colonist (men and wornen) and l'lexican mi'1 itary (including prettv
sencrita camp followers). Excellent event for those of you with Mexican milltary impressions. Contact Dennis Hubbard
(512 496-4759), Don Drachenberg (713 342-2477), or Jon Butcher (see masthead) for information.

TEXIAT{ }IARKEI DAYS: October 2l-22 at the Georg€ Ranch Historica'l Par* near Richmnd, Texas (rest of tlouston)- }hxim,rn
effort Texas Rifles event. Encargrent under shade trees, drill and msket firing demnstrations for the public,
dsrnnstrate defense of earthrorks, Saturday night darrce for reenactors, one reaI provided, great calrp life (m.rsical
nurbers bring lour banjos, etc.) See Letters section for mre infornation.

CAI'IP F0RD: Iloventer 4-5 in Tyler. Texas- Reenacfunt of Pfr canp and refugee life, and the ladies rill rccreate life in
Ty.ler during the rar at the historic Goodson tlcre. The tire ri.ll be lloventer 1863. Inpressions: Confederate militia
and civilians. thion infantry officers, sm enlisted ren. and sore thion sailors (frrn the gunboat Diana)- Last year's
reenactrrcnt ras a great success, and Larry lhlhhan reports that this lear's event il'l be even better- Details ri'll
appear in tle nert issue, but l,qr can contact Larry na for infonmtion (see rasthead). Lamy's rife rill be in charge
of the ladies' activities, so interesleri iadies stouiri cmtact Jo. nnd, ps, .loiyr Biaciupn is pianning to be tirere to
add spice to the event- llark this on lrxr calendar and rake plans to attend- It's great fun.

BATTLE 0F FRAt{KLIll: lhceiler 1-3 near Frank]in, Tennessee. This rill be a nnxim,^rn effort brigade and Texas Rifles event-
This reenactnent is prt m by reenactors for reenactors. Scott Srensm said the site is the best he's ever seen. and
that re need to put rcre IIErAers in the field at this event than any in the past- There rill be three battles- Details
forthcming. Start mking plans na to attend- mil'T HISS THIS 0tE!!!!!

TE(AS RIFLES -FIRST AI{NUAL" BALL: thcenber 30. Driske'll }btel in Austin, Texas- This is a living history evening ba'|1
sponsor€d by the Ladies of the Texas Rifles. See Event Infonrntion section for rmre details.

DADE'S MASSACRE: December 29-31, Bushnell, Florida. Pre-1860 event. For those seekjng the action of a full-fledged bartle
in the 1830's. Two ful'l-scale battles with military camp on the actual massacre site. Over 10,000 spectators attended
last yearl contact steve Abolt (817) 535-2359 or vince Draa (see masthead).

BATTLE 0F NErr/ 0RLEANS:

the original site
January 5-7, 1990. New 0rleans, Louisiana. The 175th Anniversary of the 1815 battle. Encampment on

Mileage and sorne nreals provided by the Natjonal Park Service. Contact Steve Abolt (817 535-2359).
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C0NFEDERATE BALL: January 1990 jn Houston, Texas. The Albert Sydney Johnston SCV Camp annual debutant ball
for color guard. Contact Gordon Gentry, 7325 Evans, Houston, Tx 77061 (713 645-11i9).

Need members

BENTOIIVILLE: In Georgia third reekend of lhrch 1990. Surrender of the Confederates rill nark the end of Lhe 125th
Anniversary. Battle reenacbrent. encanpnt, ard surrender cerrettDny- Brigade event- Details to core-

** INFORMATION ON COMING EVENTS * *

IIITROIX,ETIOT{ TO REEiACTII{C THE YAR YITH I,ITXICO

By Scott Srenson

The number of l'lexican War reenactrnents is growing annua11y. This includes not only
U.S. Regulars, but Mexicans as well. As a matter of fact, there is probably more Mexican

infantry organized in the U.S. than there are U.S. Regulars (1840's). Marco Gonzales
(who worked on the Alanro IMAX movie) has a battalion of Mexican Infantry in California
at this ijirre. Intel ligence i-epoi'"s put th:ir st:er:gth ss;eighe:^e f:crn 10C to 200 nen.
The Alamo IMAX movie provided a source of Mexican uniforms and subsequent'1y a number of
Mexican infantry "detachments" are even in existence in Texas. Our own John Keahey has

done extensive research on Mexican Army uniforms of the tB:O's and 1840's as well as U.S.

Regu'lars. (John gave a very informat'ive lecture at Ft. Martin Scott on August 19 about
U.S. Regular Uniforms of the 1840's). Steve Abolt has also researched the U.S. Regulars
of 1830-1840, and he too is a good source of infonmation. Other Texas Rifles members who

have done research in this are Mike Moore and Kevin Young.

Currently, Steve js massing a comDany of U.S. Regulars for Mex'ican \,iar events. I

wjl'l serve as his lieutenant. If you are interested in this impression, give one of us

a cal'1. Our next Mexican l.lar event w'ill be Ft. Scott, Kansas, September 8, 9, and 10

(see section on Fort Scott event). lJhi'le Ft. Scott will be a garrison living history
event, there are p'lans for a iarge Mexican l,lar event within the next two years which
wi'll be a combat event. I,le would like to get Gonzales'battalion to come frorn California as well as other units, U.S

Mexican, from around the country. The only obstacle that must be overcore is pubic opinion and Anglo-Hispanic relations
event of this type must be pi:eived by the public as a way of learning about history and not sorething that will
problems. The event site may re a big factor.

\

\

and

An

CAUSE

An 1840's U.S. Regular's impression is a period of livjng history that is of particular interest to me for a number of
reasons. (1) Much of the strategjes and military reasoning of the l''lexican l,/ar greatly influenced many of the Unjon and

Confederate offjcers of the Civil lrJar who received their baptism of fire and training there. (2) The 1840's U.S. Regular's
uniform is one of the sharpest in military history, and it is a fun kjt to put together. (3) The U.S. Regular impression is
quite different from our usual Confederate Voiunreer impression. it js a nice change of pace. (1) Thei'e are moie actual
historical sites close to home. (5) It js a forgotten part of U.S. history and needs attention from historjans. (6) f4uch of
the equipment can be used for Civjl Uar use as well.

The bottom line is that Mexican l,Jar reenacting is starting to grow in leaps and bounds, and if you are interested in
getting involved, the time to start is now. Let nre know if I can he1p. Texas Rifles members currently wjth the l'4exican IJar

kits or who have shown a definite interest (including me) are John Keahey, Steve Abolt, Mike Moore, Glll Eastland, Kevin
Young, Jon Butcher, Jeff Hunt, Vince Draa, Lindsey Buss, Don Drachenberg, Dennis Hubbard, and David Waters.

FORT SCOTT, KItllSAS: 1846 l{ilICAl{ tAR EVEIIT

8y Steve Abolt

The time is September 1846. \lar fever has swept the countryl Stunning Arnerican victories over l'lexjcan forces at the
battjes of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma the previous May have galvanized the nation. Thousands of American troops are on

the march to the army stationed in Mexjco. General Zachary Taylor, "01d Rough and Ready," is on the march to the Mexican crty
of l"lonterrey. At Ft. Scott, Indian Territory, armed men are congregating to embark on the greatest adventune of their lives.
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0n September 8, 9, and 10 the excitement of this tjme will be recreated at Ft. Scott, Kansas. Al'l members of the Texas
Rjfles, who are interested in expanding their living history impressions to an earljer trme period, are ur^ged to attend.
What follows is a brief outline of what to expect at the event.

!-Q9-a!-9-0: Ft. Scott. Kansas, is located on US H|JY 69 approxinntely 80 miles south of Kansas City. It js 475 miles
north of Dallas/Ft. Wotth. The fort is located,6 miles west of the Missouri state line. The town around the fort offers
several restaurants, including an excellent steakhouse and several good mote'ls for those who do not wish to carnp. The

location of the fort is well marked by signs, and plenty of participant parkjng is available.

Loqistjcs and Amenities: Troops may begin anriving Thursday night, if desired. The fort, under the direction of the
Nationa'l Park Servjce, will be providing all mea)s, but these will not conrTlence until Saturday morning. Those arriving eariy
will be on their own. However, the period kitchen located in the dragoon barracks will be available for your use. Beg:nning
Saturday morning, all meals wil'l be prepared for you by fe11ow interpreters using this kitchen. The enlisted men wjll take
thejr meals in the rness hall. Last year, the food was excellent and plentiful. Hay will be provided for bedding. It is
located in ample supply jn the dragoon stable directly across frorn the infantry company street. Fatigue details will be

organized on Saturday to bring the required bales into camp. Modern air-conditioned restrooms are located directly behind
the'infantry street'in the restoted infantry ba:racks. These barracks wjll be available for the use of the.ladres wno

accompany us. However, the ladies lTttty wish to set up camp as the location of the dress ball Saturday night is scheduled to
be in the barracks and all cots and personal items must be moved into the corner. A shower with hot, not just co1d, running
water is locateC in this barracks as well. As nrentroned, on Saturday night a dress ball is scheduled comp'lete with brass
band, punch, and cookies. Following the ba11, we hope to have an imprornptu sing-a-long of 1840's songs. Some mileage is
being provided by the National Park Service. l./e urge all participants to car poo'l so the money available can be more

equi tabl y di stri buted.

lmpressions and What to Brjnq: This section should more proper'ly be tjtled what not to bring! We are asking that a'11

participants travel 1ight. As the fort is providing meals that bulky Dutch oven can stay in the garage. A white cotton
haversack with p1ate, cup and utensils, and perhaps a few munchies, should be all you need in that department. We also wish
to portray troops on the march so if you can't carry it don't bring it. Enlisted ren should be able to carry al1 they need in
thelr knapsacks; however, each man will be allowed one period crate to place lanterns or to put farb items 'in. You must
provide the crate. l,Je are discouraging the use of cots. However, if you can't sleep without one because of back problems,
then a cot wil'l be allowed. Try to leave the ice chests at home. One'large co{npany ice chest will be provided for your use.
(Mine. It will be located in the cook/guard tent. How you nnrk your beverages I'll leave to your limitless imaginatlons!)

The following impressions are needed (a cornp'lete list of unjform requirements for each impression
will be sent to those who ask for the infornntjon packet). (1) U.S. Reqular Infantry: The unrt we

will be pontraying is Cornpany B, 1st. U.S. Infantry. These poor fellows were relegated the duty of
garrisoning Ft. Scott while their ccxnrades made for the action in l'1exico. The company conmander is
Steve Abolt. Scott Swenson will serve as lst. Lt. Other Texas Rifles members who have joined this
branch are Gi'll Eastland, Jeff Hunt, and Kevin Young. (2) U.S. Draooons: The glamour boys of
frontier service will be cormandeci by Lt. Roilie Shafer. Unlike those of us jn the infantry, who

must sleep on the ground, the Dragoons will have a nice cozy bamacks to stay in. Before you a1'1

get too excited and wish to serve in this branch, you'11 need a honse bunkie! (2) Volunteers: For

those of you who don't have a horse and refuse to submit to the required discipline of Regular
troops, then nnybe this is the place for you. The Volunteers are under the extremely able cornnand

of Lt. Bruce [./inders. There should also be a good deal of animosity between the Regu'lars and the

Schedule: The weekend p'lans to be a very busy one connencing on Saturday nnrning with a hearty breakfast! After our
repast, a'l1 tentage and crates will be placed'in an Army wagon in preparation for our "march." After the baggage is loaded,
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Volunteers, whom the Regulars considered nothing more than an undisc'iplined and armed nrob. However, jf altercatjons do

occur, you will be'arrested. confined to the guard house, court-martialed, and if found guilty, punished. (Last year, this
proved quite a popular event! Sonre soldiers stood jn line to take or witness punishment. I guess we're still as morbid as

ever!) (4) Civjlians: The civiljans are being handled by Ana Draa, whose husband, Vince, has joined the Volunteers. For
those of you who know Ana, you know she has innersed herself in her work and is planning some'interesting scenarios including
a meeting of the Ladies Literary Society to djscuss the literature of the day, a ladies'tea, and decorating for the bal1.
As a final note on what to bring, I reconmend some rnosquito repellent. Last year, the ljttle devils almost flew me back to
Texas !



we will assemble at a point to be announced, and we wil'l begin our march to occupy tl r fort. Now you see why we asked you

not to set your tents up ear1y. However, you may do so, but you must strike thsn for the march. We will march in a column

of route through the downtown area of Ft. Scott. The order of march wjl'l be dragoons, infantry, artillery, baggage, and

volunteers. l.le will march into the fort where we wil'l be greeted by the Post Conrnandant, Kyle McGonigle, and the Post
. Adjutant, Jeff Sheets. \,/e also hope the band will be there to p1ay. After formal ceremonies, we will be shown our campsite,

unload the wagon, organjze fatigue details, and begin the work of establishing camp. Instruction in School of the Soldjer
will follow. After lunch, the volunteers will be officially inducted into U.S. service. Speeches will be made, with perhaps

a parade around the post perimeter. Ongoing throughout the day will be camplife, guardnount, close order dri1l, fatigue
duty, etc., etc., etc. Evening colors are set for 5 p.m. followed by dinner and the dress ball. There is also the
possibility of a candleiight tour. After breakfast on Sunday, church services will be held. Those not wishing to attend
w'ill stand at attention and Iisten as the Articles of \,/ar are read to them. (This process takes about 2 hours, so I

reconmend you go to church!) After services, bi-monthly inspection will be held followed by company dri11, pay day, and any

courts-martial not done on Saturday. After lunch, we will prepare for our min'i-tactjcal which will coordinate the actjvities
of all branches of service present. Fol.lowing the tactjcal will be a final dress parade and then dismjssa'). The

possibilities for different scenarios are endless. Authenticity for the event is high, and the first-person format will be

stressed I

If thjs brief descriptjon has peaked your interest, and you are willing to join in the fun, please w)^ite or call
Capt. Steve Abolt, 1856 Carl St., Ft. llorth, Tx 76103, (817) 535-2359. An infornat'ion packet is available on request.
FOR iNFORMATION ON FORT SCOTT, CALL III{EDIATELY SINCE TII4E IS SHORT. ON TO MEXICO!''

CALL FOR VOLUIITEER.S!

By Eruce Vinders

Volunteers are needed to portray members of a rifle cornpany at the upcoming Mexican l.lar event at Ft. Scott, Kansas. The

dates for the event are September 8, 9, and 10. The company will be based on the Misslssippi Volunteers, known to most as

the Mississippi Rifles. Mississippi was called on to send two regiments and one battalion of five cornpanies to fight jn
Mexico during the years 1846-1848. During jts twelve nronths of service, the 1st Regiment of Mississippi Infantry
successfu'lly participated jn both the battles of Monterrey and Buena Vista. The regiment was one of the most colorful and

best known volunteer units of the I'/ar with Mexico.

The impact of the Mississippi Volunteers was felt for years after the Mexican l/ar. The role the 1st l'lississippi played

in General Taylor's army r{as largely responsible for elevating Colonel Jefferson Dav'is to the Presidency of the Confederacy

in 1861. The Missjssippj Regiments, the first volunteer unjts to be armed entirely with long-range percussion rjfles, were

the prototype for volunteer regiments of the Civil t/ar. 1f you would Iike the opportunity to participate and learn more

about the experiences of volunteers jn the Mexican l,/ar, C0l1E JOIN US AT FORT SC0TTI

Required Items for Riflemen at Ft. Scott: M-1841 Rifle (altered percussjon musket of IB42 is acceptable). Cartridge
box and cap box. White buff waist belt with U.S. buckle. Sky b'lue kei^sey tiousers {white Juck ti'ousers are acceptable).
Red overshirt (this should be boatnan style; rennve the bib if you have a firernan's shirt). l'1-1839 forage cap (a dark
colorecj civilian wheel hat will do, but no straws or slouches). Hard pack (if you don't have one, a blanket roll will do.

Blankets should be red or blue. Mexican blankets or quilts will work fjne). l,Jhite haversack (bring fork. spoon, knife,
p1ate, etc.) Wooden canteen or water gourd. Period belt knife (no nndern looking Bowie knives, please). Shoes of the
period. Drill for the volunteers w'ill be conducted according to The Recruit, a manual by Captajn John T. Carnes fjrst
publ ished in 1844.

Please contact me as soon as possible if you have any questions. Bruce \,/inders, 1402 Colonade, Arlington, Texas 76018

(817 ) 46s-6104.

THE TilAS RIFLES 
.'FIRST 

AIIIIIAL- BALL

For years it has been the dream of nnny men and women in our avocation to experience in person the pagentry of an

authentic period ball with authentic music, attire, and dances. It now appears that the Ladies of the Texas Rifles, under

the leadership of Ana Draa, will achieve this dream on December 30. 1989 at the historic Driskill Hotel jn Austin, Texas.

-5-
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The Driskill Hotel, bullt in 1876, is the perfect place for such an occasion. The ballroom, gentlemen's bar, and the
beautiful Hogg Room are perfect settings for a formal dress ball set in December 1861.

Brlef sunrnary: At 7:30 the men will retire to the bar for drinks and poker

while the ladies retire to the Hogg Room to arrange period hairstyles, put on

home-made perfume, and have tea. The ball will begin at 8:30 with period dances

conmencing at 9:00. Peiiod dances will be performed by an authentic orchestra.
Drnner will beqin at 11:00 with food prepared by the Driskell Hotel according to
an 1864 recipe book. The danclng wili reconnence at Midnight and last until 2:30

a.m. As you can see, this is not just a dance, but it is going to be a living
hlstory experience, and the organizers hope that everyone will corne away with a

better appreciation of history. Registration is open to only Texas Rifles members

until Septernber 20, 1989. After that date, registration wjll be open to other
reenactment groups. Partjcipation is limited to only 100 people (or 50 couples).
The cost is $35.00 per person. The Drjskell Hotel is providing roorns to participants
that night for $45 (reduced frorn $85), and couples may share room expense which also
inr:ludes hreakfast the next nnrning. Your registration fee for +-he ball should be ,j
sent to Gill Eastland before September 20 (see masthead for address). Ana Draa

reported that there has been much interest shown by rnembers of other reenactment

groups, so you must act soon to get your reservations in before open registration
ri

begins. Room reservatrons must be made through the Driskell Hotel which has reserved a block of rooms for bal'1 participants.
You can call the hotel and reserve your roo{n using a credit card, but be sure to say that you are with the Texas Rifles and

you are coming to attend the Texas Rifles Ball so you will get the special rate.

This pronises to be a very remarkable and memorable event. Renember, however, that this is not merely a dance, but it
is a living history event in every respect. There is a dress code. Contact Ana Draa (see masthead for address and phone

number) for coples of the dress code or if you have any questions -- Editor.

* * * TR TIDBITS * * *

A LITTLE HESSE IS C0,lIt{G: James and Ljsa Hesse are pregnant!! Lisa is pregnant with a child, but we're not sure about

James. X-rays reveal an object that resembles a 20 lb. cannon ball! Ljsa's due date is the end of March. This js wonderful

news ! Congratul ati ons to Jarnes and Li sa.

CONFEDERATE CAllTEEll: If you are tired of rust in your canteen, and you would like to have the best Confederate canteen on

the market, Rapidan River Canteen Cmpany has maple, cherry, or cedar canteens. Cost is $65.00 post paid. Write to Don

Polifka, Rt. 2, Box 5-8, Beaver Dam, Virginia 23015. (By Scott Swenson)

CIIARLES CHILDS: Charles Childs of Country Cloth, the primary suliplier cf jean material (a pericd woo1-cotton blend) has a

new phone number. If you want to order cloth, dial (216) 482-5131.

TAIL0R FOR HIRE: If you need someone to sew uniforms, Steve Abo1t is making his services available. His work is guaranteed

and high quality. 1856 Carl, Fort [,/orth, Texas 76103, (817) 535-2359. (By Scott Swenson)

S0URCE FOR BRASS BUIT0I{S: Brass buttons for Mexican l,/ar (U.S. or Mexjcan uniforms) are available from James Townsend & Son,

Inc., 106 South First Street, P.0. Box 415 Pierceton, In. 45562. Order toll free 1-800-338-1665. The catalog says "s11ght1y

domed solid brass buttons with hand soldered loop on back. They cone ready to use with old looking patina, or ycu can

easily buff them to a bright shine. 5/8",7/8" or 1" diameter. $1.50 each." They also have appropriate cottcn webbing for
canteen straps, etc. t l/?" heavy at .59 cents a yard; 1" heavy at .40 cents a yard, and 1" medjum at .35 cents a yard.
They also have patterns for shirts. l,Jrite for a catalog. (lnfornntion provided by John Keahey).

tELC0llE T0 l{EU }IE{BERS: Edrard Grardle of Houston, Jerry Keller of Spring, Dr. Arnold Huskins of Ft. Hood. lrle also want to
welcome back past rnembers Gordon Gentry and Scott Curran who have re-enljsted. }/ELC0ME YA'LL!!!!!!!!

-6-



GEf RIADY FOR llEy ORLFIilS: Anyone interested in going to New 0rleans as a U.S. Regular should start puttjng together their
uniform and kit !.Q! asit is sonewhat elaborate. Contact Steve Abolt or Scott Swenson for assistance and information. (BV

Scott Swenson).

Ml{DAtl}UlS: As all of you know, the nndern "railroad" bandannas are not correct for the Civil tlar period. Paul McDermott

sells correct period handkerchiefs/bandannas for $25.00, or you can make your own. To do so, fjrst find sorlle woven

(preferabiy hand woven) material in a plaid or striped pattern. This can be found at some fabric stores or quilt shops. Cut

out the size you want (period handkerchiefs were longer than nndern ones), then hand stitch a seam around the edge, and you

have a good hone-made handkerchief. Ssnetimes you can find small Iinen hand towels that make good handkerchiefs as well.
fJhatever the case, please stay away from modern "railroad" bandannas. They really look bad, and they can ruin what would

otherwjse be a good physical impression. (By Scott Swenson.)

PAUL l,lcDERll0T STATI0IIER,S se11s reproduction labels, paper goods, handkerchiefs, etc. His quality and turn around time js
excellent. Fabulous nic-nacs for reenactors. Send $1.00 for catalog. I reconnrend hjm. Address: Paul McDermot, ly'holesa'le

Stationers, 64 Linden Ave., Sormerville, MA 02143. (By Scott Swenson.)

BUTT0ta TOLES: Rernember the ljttle things you can (and should) do to improve your physicai impression. For example,

one-button holes were hand-sewn before and during the Civil lJar. Thjs is especially noticeable on your tunic. If your

button holes are already machine sewn, take a similar color of thread and hand sew over the machine sewing. If you take your

tjme and do a good iob, no one will know the difference, and you appearance will be nnre impressive. You can also do this
for the buttons on your trousers. (By Scott Swengon).

LOST & FOUND FOR SALE OR t.IANTED,

For sale by Scott Srenson. See nasthead for Scott's address and phone number if you want to contact him about purchasing any
or all of these items: (1) M1855 .58 cal. cartridge box with tins - $30. (2) Black wajstbelt with snake tongue buckle -
$0. (2) U.S. Regular type white shirt 15 t/2 X 33 - gB. (a) Civilian 3-button plaid shirt t5 t/2 X 33 - g1O. (5) t^/hite
cotton drop-front trousers 32" waist - $9. (6) Civjl I,Jar period wool brownish color trousers 32" wajst - $10.

Gordon Gentry needs patterns for a Zouave uniform and cap. Each January the SCV Albert Sydney Johnston Camp hosts the
Confederate Ball jn Houston, and Gordon is the Color Sergeant. He would like to have a Zouave impression in the color^ guard

next year. If anyone has patterns for the uniform, or if you have a unjform you can loan Gordon, please contact him. Gordon

Gentry, 7325 Evans, Houston, Texas 77061. (Editor)

Contact Vince Draa if you are interested in purchasing these items (see masthead): (1) Repro Colt navy revolver (never

fired). (2) Savage Hodel 170 30.30 rifle (rarely fired). Has lJeaver 4X scope with leather s1ing. (3) Remington bolt-action
30.06 rifle. l,/anted: hard-franre knapsack, wooden canteen, Char]eville, Brown Bess, or Mississ'ippi rif1e.

* * REPORTS **

fHere are two reports by Ana Draa on the actjvities of the Ladies of the Texas Rifles at the Battle of the \,Jilderness and the
Siege of Vicksburg. Vince Draa also provided a copy of the journal he kept during the Vicksburg event. Thank you, Vince and

Ana, for your contributions -- Editor.]

IJILDERIIESS

By Ana Draa

Except for the very unauthentic, and very welcorne, cold water provided by the buffalo near the civilian camp and the
'incessant cries of the children in the camp as they played Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, the ladies of the Texas Rifles could
have easily imagined themselves back'in 1864 as we were always busy cooking scrnething, sewing something or putting something
back together.

Rhonda Hall, Jo McMahan and I operated a camp kitchen. The most mernorable meal occurred on Saturday night when several
of the nen helped ne carry a pot of Hopping John and jalapeno cornbread jnto the trenches past perilous hoards of hungry
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soldjers frorn other units. The men of the Texas Rjfles greedily ate thejr rations and quickly settled down for a fitful
night's sleep in anticipation of an early morning attack [see Vjnce Draa's ]Jllderness report in the last newsletter -- ed.]
lJe worked hard to portray an authentic camp kitchen with period food, and we rece'ived many thanks from the men who met every
request for assistance with overwhelming conpliance. fJe were provided enough firewood to make the burning of Atlanta look
'like a campfire! A)though the distance between the military and civiljan camps made the planning and execution of meals a

little difficult, and although we ended up with too much food as unexpectedly few persons ate with us, we were able to turn
out three good meals more or less on schedule -- we'l1 try to improve our timing.

The brigade formation on Saturday was a spectacular sight as seemingly endless rows of soldiers came together in one

long 1ine. The mounted brigade staff circled behind the troops wajting to lead the unit into battle. Instead of watching
the battle, Jo and I retired to the McMahan's tent f1y to work on the flag and ponder our husbands' fates. As we labored, the
tent f1y collapsed due to the high winds. L/e'innrediately rescued the flag and ourselves frorn underneath the mass of broken
poles and canvas. [./e were able to erect a'lean-to of sorts -- enough to provide shade from the blazing sun. Like our period
counterparts, we made do with what we had.

Rhonda Hall and I submjtted ourselves to the authenticity judging on Saturday afternoon. ltle both earned at least a

grade of "authentic" which I found impressive since it was Rhonda's first event. fJhile i don't thjnk we should take such
subjective analysis too seriously, i feel they provided a rough gauge by whjch we can judge the authenticity of our
'impressions. Ve ran into some hardships such as $5 bags of ice and poor s'ignage leading to the campsite, but overall this
event was a success.

VICKSBURG: OUR BELOVED FLAG I{AKES ITS DEBUI

By Ana Draa

Vicksburg was a productive event for the Ladjes of the Texas Rifles. In attendance were Rhonda Ha'll, Jo Mcl4ahan, Kate
Payne, Peggy Jones, Deanna Andriola, Tanmy Tigert and me. The main focus of our weekend was to present the long-awaited
Texas Rifles flag! 0n Saturday afternoon, we gathered in a restaurant to discuss various aspects of reenacting, complete the
flag and cornpose a dedicatjon. l/e planned to nnke the presentation that afternoon, but due to a minor "finger-slanming"
jncident, the cerenrony was moved to Sunday morning. I cannot accurately describe how I felt at the time; suffice it to say I
had djfficulty speaking as I read the ladies'dedication. The mens'undjvided attention reflected thejr understanding of the
hard work and pride that went into sewing the colors. After the presentation, Jeff Hunt, proudly bearing the new f1ag, lead
the unjt down the road. All the ladies had a difficult time keeping up with the swjft strides taken by the men -- we had
never seen them march so fast or so proudiy. Although we received a wall tent in return for our efforts, jt's hard to put a

price on such a project. The best "payment" we received was the continual string of thanks showered on us all weekend 1ong.
l'Je are certain that on future battlefields, we will be able to locate the Texas Rifles by searching for our flag flying
defiantly in the front rank.

YICKSBURG JOURNAL

By Yirrce Draa

Fridav Our regiment arrived at its newly assigned position south of
the City of Vicksburg and a few hundred yards east of the Hississippi River
Although weary and djsheartened by our defeats at Champion's and the Big
Black and the resulting disorderly retreat to the envjrons of this city,
we were inrnediately put to work improving the exjsting fortifjcations at
this place.

^q

Saturdav l./ork on the redoubt conti nues after sl eepl ess and rai ny n'ight . |,,/hi I e

rainfall has made it easier to break through the top-soil, once disturbed the earth
takes on the consistency of taffy candy, making each shovel full of mud seeming]y
weigh a ton. Federals extended their picket lines within a hundred yards of our
fortjfjcations during the night and sharpshooters kept up a harassing fire at our work
parties until they were driven away by a platoon cofinanded by Captain Swenson. In the
p.m., a general assault on our position was undertaken by the Yankees. Attack penetrated
to wjthin a few yards of our sector of the line and caused much consternation as we had

exhausted our supply of minie projectiles, although we still had powder available.
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l4uskets were loaded with rocks, tsnpions, etc., and fired w'ith telling results due to the c'lose proximity of the enemy.

Attack was r"epulsed. Anguished wails of one Yankee struck by such a makeshift projectile continued for hours. Desultory
sharpshooter fire and artillery fire from gun boats and field pieces continued until nightfall.

Sunday Constant sharpshooter fire and counter-sharpshooter fire throughout a.m. Armunition supply replenished --
quality questionable as rnany muskets fouled including mine, 1st. Sgt. Hunt's and 2nd. Sgt. McMahan's. Company received new

flag. Hand-made and presented in stirring ceranony by ladies -- Jo Mcl'lahan, Rhonda Hai1, Tanmy Tigert, Kate Payne, and Ana

Draa -- who managed to get through enemy lines at great risk to themselves. Flag did much to improve nrorale of the company.

Church service fol'lowed. Lt. Eastland grievously wounded by enemy sharpshooter in early p.m. Yankee picket captured by Pvt.

E. Hutton; soon thereafter, picket ki11ed by Hutton 1n escape attempt. Picket's muddy and mangled bociy kept jn vjew as

warning"of the fate 
:t 

u,, tnot".,:* -".r,a invade our honreland.

Ratjons exhausted after noon meal (goobers and drjed "beef"). Shortly after
1:00 p.m. numerous artillery pieces and gunboats began firing on redoubts.
Barrage lasted alnnst one hour. Few casualties resulted. Infantry attack by

Federals followed -- primary thrust east along road skirting the north side of
r'edcubt. Yankees biave, bu+" attack hooel ess due to strength cf cr.
fortifications and long approach over open ground. Hundreds of Federa'ls cut
down as wheat before scythe. Four separate assaults repulsed. although a few

valorous souls reached parapet before being killed or captured. Captain Swenson

and Pvt. Jerry Keller of our company were ki lled during final assault.
Tremendous thunderstorm comenced following repulse of Yankees as if the heavens

were trying to wash the blood of the dead and dying away. A11 company soaked

and miserable. Overheard conversation among Col. Moore of our regiment and

other regimental cormanders. Conjecture is Yankees will not risk direct assault
on our positions again but will attempt to reduce the city by siege. Confident
we can hold out until Gen. Johnston formulates plan to re1ieve pressure on our
garrison. Rations and anrnunition stjll a concern, however.
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at Vicksburg

Edi tor. l
Janes also took some nice photographs at the event, and some of them appear at the end of thjs edition --

REIEIBRAI{CES OF YICKSBM,6!

By Jms }bsse

R.ain, rain, rain, thanks tc a tropical depression. It rnany have been wet, but the excitenrent of the event and the
yelling by Jeff Hunt kept the reenactors motivated. You know Jeff -- short, thin fellow, vast knowledge of history, good

wjth a joke now and then. IJe11, any way, the event was unique in several ways. For example, one of our patrols captured a

Yankee and brought him into camp. Earl Hutton had to knock him down and nnke hjm sit in the gooey mud to keep him from

escaping, so by the tirne Earl got him uncier coptrol, the Yankee was covered in slimy mud. Earl kept him trapped in a

lean-to, and with typical Hutton style, kept us amused by hassling the poor Yankee with jeers until, to everyone's surprise,
the Yankee suddenly jumped up and ran. Earl dropped him with one shot, and the Yankee did a beautiful belly flop right in
the mud. (!,/e didn't know it then, but Earl and the Yankee had secretly planned the escape attempt.) But it wasn't over yet!
Earl drug the "dead" body back to the lean-to and got a lot of mileage out of showing off the poor guy to anyone who'd look
or take a photograph. Earl had a rag over the guy's face, and whenever anyone came along, he'd lift the rag so the
spectators could see a "dead Yankee!" At the tjre of his demise, the unfortunate Yankee was wearing more mud than a Zaa Zaa

Gabor facial pack! This was "vintage Earl Hutton" at its best!

Gill Eastland played a role I will long remenber. Gill was distributing anmunition to "us fight'n boys" when he came to
the bold decision to take a hjt. His act was great! He let out a little ye11 and collapsed over a wooden fence just in
front of him. The crowd loved it. Jeff shouted, "They shot the lieutenant!" So, as great fighting men do, we decided to

. save his life. Jeff and I pu11ed Gill off the fence, and Gill's body fell on top of me. There i was under thjs six-foot,

O le Mo. -frr.-my

g'{':* O

o * =:-?

a
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two-inch man who was playing limp! It wasn't long before I realized that we had fallen into a drainage ditch fjlled with
muddy water and I lras on the bottom! 0f course, I stayed in character (they cursed in those days too!) and str^uggled to help
the men carny the big guy to shelter. Gill, if you're wondering why I handed you that ear of corn while you laid there
wounded, it was my critique of your perfornnnce (corny!).

Many of the fellows_will renrember a cute young girl we fondly called "Miss Biscujt" because she djstributed, what else,

but biscuits. She had other redegning qualities -- she was quite pieasant to look at. l,/ar should be so rough! Speaking of
"rough," the meal that was served by the sponsors was beyond beljef. It was tough to decide between the slab of ribs and the

deljcious fried chicken. So I made no decision -- I ate both! It was a far cry from beans and rice.

As I was reviewjng my pictures frorn the event, I came across a good shot of Edward Jablonski. You all know Ed (kind of
reminds you of Icabod Crane). He lives to fight battles! The final siege ended in a tremendous down poor of H20 that got

everyone soaking wet. \,Jell, Edward was flying to Chicago, so he packed up his kjt and gave it to me to take home. His gear

must not have been very dry when he packed it because when I got back to Houston and opened his crate, his shoes walked outl
They were green and growing long hair and looked rather nrean. I wrestled thsn over to the sjnk and c'leaned them. A little
longer in that crate, and I could have gone into business selling Penicillin!

In case everyone doesn't already know it, Edward is bucking for corporal. In order to denxrnstrate his capabilities, he

led a detacl'rnent of new recruits in a surprise attack on the enerny camp, and he talked ne into going. l,Je formed up on the
muddy road that led to the enemy's camp and marched in. Then we opened fire on ole Ed's conmand. lle fought bravely and

fired round after round. It was a great fight. If only we'd known the Yankees had left, we wouldn't have wasted all that
bravery attacking an empty camp!

V'icksburg proved, not only to be a unique reenactment. but a great history lesson. The battlefie1d was very well
maintained and nnrked. Part of the fun of reenactjng js visiting historic towns in which actual battles happened, and

Vicksburg was a very historic city. Can't wait tiil next year!

* * LETTERS * *

[This is part of a letter to me frorn Don "Gabby" Orachenberg. I'm sure Don won't mind if I reprint a portion of it for your

reading pleasure since it d'iscusses three events you might be interested in -- Edltor].

"I'd like to get at least a dozen of us to nnrch in the Fort Bend County Fair Parade on Friday morning, September 29, in
Richmond. These people (thousands and thousands) would absolutely -tQ!.E us. [,Je need a group ]ike we had at the Houston

Livestock Show Parade, only maybe a little larger. It would be really classy if we could pu11 this off (for those of
us hams who like to be in parades and show off to "civilians"), and it would be superlative to have both colors (Texas and

Confederate) and a drunrer. So far, I've gotten a "yes" vote frorn Jjm Lamkin, Otto Hardt, Mike Drachenberg, Troy Fogle,

David Agee. and Earl Hutton. Double this number would be super-duper. The parade is about 1.5 miles long, starts at 10

a.m. that Friday nnrning (over 300 entries!), and I could arranged for us to be in the first ii4th of the parade so we could
finish up and already be heading home by 11 a.m. This way, people could sti11 get back to their job (if they work about an

hour away) and still work half a day if they had to. 0bviously I am real excited about this.

Gonzales Cqne and Take It Days w'i1l be Dennis Hubbard's baby again this year. I'm going because I want to be in the
parade and enjoy the fantastic Saturday night campfire antics which always accompany that event. What entertainment from the
Crossroads bunch.

As for Texian Market Days, 0ctober 2l-22, we have our own shady oak grove. l,Je have the entire anea of trees around the
cemetery with no vendors, no concessions, and no craft booths to interfere. lrle have two water sp1gots in our area, hay

provided, and our parking area is right next to us. Saturday night meal will be provided by our ladies, paid for by the
event sponsors. Adequate gunpowder has been donated for Tll0 cannons (Gordon Gentry's gun has already been secured, with a

George Ranch trajler picking it up from Gordon's horne and delivering it back again), and there's a good chance I've got us a

second gun. The earthworks are ours to do what we want -- guard duty, defensive firing like last year, etc. Jim Jones is
trying to arrange for a mounted contingent to be wjth us. There will be a weaver and a spinner (2 1adjes) provided for our
camp by the museum, working on Confederate cloth. Period dance Saturday night for reenactors on1y, but keep in m'ind that the
time peniods reenacted cover 1830 to 1900. Jerry Martin in the Pioneer's Camp will be providing breakfast on Saturday and
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Sunday morning for a glgp fee. The event sponsois want a printed program (activities schedule) of our camp for the two days

to be handed out at the two gates so as to let the people know of the times of the cannon firings, drill, musket firing,
earthworks defense, camp musicians (l've got 3 so far, not counting Joe l,Jalker, whcm I haven't contacted yet), so we need to
put together sone type of schedule we can abide by.

They had alnost 15_,000 people attend last year, and they expect 20,000 this year. They've got a much better group of
people in charge thls year and there's a buzz of excitement in the air. They also want the "soldado bit" each day (going

over to antagonize the Texians -- Steve Abolt will expect it this year -- he's Stephen F. Austin again), and then be arrested
and taken back to the Confederate camp, then executed at the earthworks as deserters. About six Soldados should do the

trick."

[lf anyone js interested in the parade on Friday, September 29, please call or write Don and let him know. He really wants

to see thjs happen, and it would be shanreful to let him down. I might add that there is talk of getting five or six
volunteers to change into federal uniforms and attack the breastworks during Texian Market Days to liven things up! l.Je can

always say we are reenacting Vicksburg. Scott Swenson could reenact getting blown up, Janes Hesse could let Gill Eastland

fall on him again, and Earl Hutton could reenact shooting a Yankee prisoner in the tail. I'm Ed Jablonski would volunteer to
be the Yankee! -- Editor.l

[Here is a letter fron Larry Richardson. Larry didn't mention a date, but I assume it's in the near future -- Editor.]

"l would Iike to alert the nembership about an event that might be coming up soon. I was contacted last year about

putting on a living history camp for the Rawlinson Family Reunion in Nacogdoches County. I have not been contacted as of yet
this year, but expect, to be at anytime. This js not, however, a for sure event. The Rawlinson Famjly had a number of
rnembers who fought for the Southern Confederacy. If you would be interested in helping me set up a Confederate camp, piease

drop me a line for more information as it develops. Thanks." By Larry Richardson, Rt. 5 lox ?7?, Caldwell, Texas 77836.

********

[This is an excerpt frcrn a bulletin addressed to Southeast Region members from Vince Draa, the Southeast Region Director
i'm reprinting it in case sorEone missed it -- Editor.]

"if you don't have a sponsor or new msnber's packet, let me know. Contact your sponsor before buying uniform or
equiprnent. He or she wiii help you make sure you're getting the right items for the right price. I'm here to help rneet

your reenacting needs. If you need or can provide a ride to and from an event, piease 1et me know and I'll spread the word.

I'm more than willing to pass along any connents, suggestjons, or conplaints to the elected leaders. Let us know how the

events we attend can be nnde better."

[This is a letter dated July 24, 1989, frcrn Barbara Neeper, Programs Volunteer of the Fort Bend County Museum Association
Barbara gives us a glimpse of the big plans being made for thls year's Texian I'larket Days -- Editor.l

"Dear Confederates

0n October ?l'22,1989, the Fort Bend County l,luser.nn js sponsoring its 6th Annual Texian Market Days. During these years

it has grown to the po'int that in 1988 we had over 300 volunteers present tours and programs for over 10,000 visitors in one

day alone!

This special event is held 20 mjles southwest of Houston at the George Ranch Headquarters, the center of a 20,000 acre
ranch whose history dates back to 1824. As with last year, the museum will present programs that trace the four generatlcns
of the family who owned the ranch: the Austin Colony era; the Confederate era; the 1890's Davis Town House (now relocated to
the ranch); and the 1911 George Ranch House, barns and livestock. Appropriate demonstrations, wheeled vehicles, ljvestock,
and living history portrayals will be on view in each area.
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lr/e are excited about the new Confederate Encampment Area for Texian l.larket Days, which will be under the shade of the
live oak trees by the Davis Mans'ion. lle will be depicting the year 1861, after Frank Terry has distinguished himself at the
battle of Manassas and has returned to Fort Bend County with the csrmission to raise a brigade of rnen to join the Confederate

Army.

You will be joined-by a spinner and a weaver. l,Je are looking for a knjtter. Any of you Confederate women know how to
knit socks? Please give re a call. (No phone number was provided in the letter, but you might reach Barbara by calling the

museum -- 342-6478.) This year $,e wi'11 provide a Saturday night meal followed by a dance. l,Je will contact you again rn

September with detajled information on our favorite year."

ARTICLES FROt-I THE ]-IElIIBERSHI P

Uohn Keahey subnitted this article on the l{exican soldado of the Texas Revolution, but it also applies in many ways to the

l/ar with Mexico. This is a combination of two parts of a three-part serjes. I hope John will cornplete part 3 for us.]

THE IIEXICAI{ ARHY lfIl5-36: UEAP0IIS AIID ACC(UTERilEIITS

By Jotm Keahey

As with nnst underdeveloped nations, both then and now, the Mexican Army of the 1830's copied

much of its uniform and equignent designs frcrn the armies of current world powers. f4exican

practice followed both France and Britain with a strong favoring of Spanish tradition.
However, the fact that l,,lexico was suffering a revolutionary char:ge in government every six
rnonths on the average prevented an orderly military establislment. An'inconsistent supply

sjtuation became chaotic in 1835 when the army was reorganized, jncreased in size, and shoved

out into the long winter march to Texas.

According to regulatjons, the Mexican soldado received the following issue: tailcoat, wool w'inter trousers, sunmer

white cotton jacket, sunmer white cotton trousers, dress trousers, shako, musket, cartridge box with tin liner and sling.
bayonet, bayonet sling and scabbard, shirt, neckstock, shoes, sandals. breast p1ate, whjsk and pick, canteen and slinq,
barrack cap, blanket, haversack, blanket carrier', overcoat, and knapsack. This was the ideal. I./e know from contempor^ary

sources that sqne Mexican battaljons in Texas lacked jtems such as knapsacks and wore sumer issue clothing and mixed uniform
styl es.

Over the course of the Texas Revolution, Mexjcan soldados used two patterns of wool tajlcoat or coatee. Uniform

regulations published in 1832 described the new coatee as a cobalt blue tajlcoat with white piping, red collar, cuffs,
lining, and turnbacks on the coattails. This coatee probab'ly had epaulets for sergeants and contra epaulets (frjngeless)
for privates anC corporals. The front of the coat has a plastron of read trirrned in white. Fifteen months after making this
coatee issue, new regulations ''vere published on the 1833 pattern coatee" The 1833 rpdel coatee'"ras a much simpler garment

with a button front, shorter tails, and no epaulets. It was probably a reaction, one or two governments later, to the

relatively high cost of the nore elaborate 1832 pattern. Happily for researchers, the 1833 coatee was clearly depicted front
and back in a contanporary l''lexican painting "The Battle of Tampico", done in 1836. There is a ljttle doubt as to its
appearance. It was still of cobalt blue wool with red collar, cuffs, lining and turnbacks. The shoulder tabs were blue
pipeci in red.

Both in 1832 and 1833, the coatee renained issued through the Texas Revolution period. In the reorganization of 1835,

l'lexjcan battalions were re-combined and changed from numerical tjtles (i.e., 10th Regiment) to geographic titles, such as

Battalion Matamoros. The battalion jnitia1s were ordered to be embroidered upon the uniform collars.

Each soldado purportedly received three pairs of trousers: white cotton for sunner, b1ue wool for winter, and "dress"

trousers. In theory. few white trousers should have been seen on a winter campaign as in Texas. However, given the current
conditrons, both sunmer and winter trousers were probably being worn. The wintelissue were a dark sky blue kersey color
with red piping on the outer 1eg seams. All trousers would have been drop front. Issue shoes were black leather, but
sandals are a1so rnentjoned in orders. Shirts would have been of cheap white cotton worn with a black velveteen neckstock.
Shakos were descrjbed as nade of cowhide. No mention is made of felt. One surviving original in Mexico City is entirely of
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leather. Each shako would have had functional chinscales, national cockade, and a colored pornpom. Pompoms may have been the
three national color bands or they may have been coded to branch of service. No one rea11y knows. Consecutive regulations
are inconsistent on whether branch of servjce cords and color bands were worn on the shakos. Battalion men (fusi'liers) wore

ye11ow cords; grenadiers wore red, and riflenen wore green. Each battaljon was conposed of three types of infantry. It is
- clear frun contemporary art that the Mexican Army followed current military fashion in wearing shakos much tallen and broader

than those used during the Napoleonic l,lars of 1789-1815. The shakos made for the Ilt{AX movie "Alanro: The Price of Freedom"

are of Napoleonic dirensions.

As nnst of us know by now, the principle weapon of the Mexican Army was the .75 caliber Brown Bess musket purchased from

Britain. These muskets were probably of the 3rd model and India patterns. The reproductions on the market are 2nd model

Besses of the Arnerican Revolution period. The post American Revolution 3rd model and India patterns had shorter browned

barrels, stronger locks and simplified furniture. Responsible conternporary and npdern artwork often show Mexican 'infantry

muskets wjth barrel bands (similar to the Char'leville reproductions). These cou'ld have core from several sources. One

source may have been in Mexico jtself. Mexico had at one tine its own weapons factory. but it had been allowed to
deteriorate into uselessness prior to the Texas Revolutjon. it nny have nnnufactured banded muskets based upon Spanish

model s.

A second intriguing theory has been proposed by Phil Haythornethwaite, author and British military
historian. He be'lieves that the Mexjcans purchased mixed lots of Napoleonic l./ars surplus muskets from the

British, not just Brown Besses. These mixed lots could have included older patterns of Brown Besses and

miscellaneous European nndels. Thus, while purchased from official British government sources, the

muskets bought were not entirely of British manufacture. This theory explains why parts from obsolete
lst and 2nd npdel Besses have been found at La Bahia. The Mexicans also purchased Baker rifles from

Britain and issued them to the Chasseur (rif1e) company in each battalion.

I'lhatevelinfantry weapon was issued would have been suppiied with a bayonet. l,lexican offjcers were great
believers in bayonets s'ince Hexican armunition was of uneven quality, weapon maintenance poor, and

shooting ability 1ow. Mexican armunition used crudely cast copper musket balls and approximately i80
grains of black powder. This huge charge was designed to ensure proper buliet velocity with poor quality
and/or damp powder, but Lord help the poor soldados who chanced to be jssued the occasional batch of good

cartridges! Then, the musket recoil could knock than flat on their backs and split the gunstock. For

this reason, the soldados are docurrented as often firing their muskets ljterally from the hip in combat,

not frcrn the shoulder. Soldados enjoyed 1itt1e target practice and recruits were sometimes sent into
combat without having fired their weapons wh'ile formed in a line of battle.

Little js known about l.texican infantry cartridge boxes other than that they were of black leather, had a

s?a tin l'iner, and were carried on a white buff strap. No records exist which document the purchase of
' British accouterments along with the shoulder arms. Thjs should not be surprising as Mexjco was a cattle

producing country rich in leather. There existed a native leathenvorking industry and the Mexican army

cften substituted leather for textjles in clothing and equipilEnt. ! have seen a replica cartridge box simjlar to the Civil
War period Enfield sty1e. This box is based upon an original Mexican cartridge box supposedly dating frorn the 1830-40's and

is in a collectjon back east. l,/hile certainly possible, I have doubts about such a box being frcrn the flintlock period.
First of all, try putting 180 grain rnusket cartridges in one. Second, they are much smaller than cartridge boxes depicted in
contemporary Mexican artwork such as the "Battle of Tampico" painting already referred to. Finally, I suspect that if the
l'lexicans were using predcrninately.75 cal. weapons, then their accouterments would parallel (if not outright copy) British
cartridge boxes designed to accormodate .75 cal. armunition. In surmation then, the Mexican infantry cartridge box was of
black leather with a tin line. It was probably large enough to hold 30-40 rounds of 180 grain cartridges and was suspended

fr^om a white buff shoulder sling.

At least the flank company boxes carried insignia. Grenadiers wore the bursting bomb device on the box flap and

probably the chasseurs (riflemen) had a bugle horn on thejrs. Box insignia for fusjliers, the cormrcn soldados, are
questionable. 0val brass breast plates were worn on the cartridge box slings when issued. Suspended from beneath these
plates was the whjsk and pick on brass chains. The bayonet carriages were of whit buff leather and non-adjustable as to its
length. Bayonet scabbards were of black leather with brass throats and tips. The scabbards buttoned into the frogs with a

bnass stud. Un1ike U.S. Army practice, Mexican wore the cartridge box sling over the bayonet carriage, i.e., they put the
carriages on first. Mexican sergeants and all grenadier soldados would have needed double frog bayonet carriages because

they carrred swords as a symbol of their status.
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[Due to lack of space in this edition, the continuation of the account wrjtten by M. A. Ryan (Chapter 1-2 appeared in
last issued) will be printed in the next edjtion. Thank you, Dennis Hubbard, for making Mr. Ryan's account avajlable
puDl i cat i on -- Edi tor. ]

the
for

******t*

As stated in previous newsletters, music js very vita'l to any living history intepretation of the \lar Between the
States. It is very impressive to see a battalion of Confederate "by God" jnfantry, with muskets at right shoulder shift,
marching in step and sjngjng "Bonnie Blue F1ag" with the convjction of true veterans. But whenever we sing as a company, we

sound terrible! Here are the words to two famous period songs. This is a shortened versjon of "Bonnie Blue Flag" which
should be easy for everyone to learn. Please rnenprjze these two songs so that when we sing as a company. marching down some

lane on a battlefield, we wi'll sound like those veterans -- Editor.

THE BONNIE BLUE FLAG

WE are a band of brotherc and natlve to the
sor 1,

Fightrnq for our Ltberty with trcasure, blood
and tolI;

And when our rights were threatened, the cry
rosa naar and far:

Hurrah for the Bonnre BIue PIag, thet boarc
the cingle Star!

CHORUS

Hurraht Hurrahl For Southern Rlqhta, Hurraht
llurrahl For the Bonnla Blue Flag that beara

the slngl6 gtar,

Flr6t, gallant 9outh Carollna nobly nade the
-lA-i,

Then oame Alabana, who took her by the hand;
Next. qurckly Misslaaippl, Georgla and

Flori.da,
All ralsed on hlgh the Bonnle BIU€ Plag that
bears the alngIe Starl

And here's to brava Vlrglnlal The oId
Domlnlon State,

Wlth the young Confederacy at length hac
l1nkad her fate;

ImpeIl'd by her eranpLe, now other Statea
prepa r€ ,

To holst on hlgh the Bonnle Blue Flag that
bears the alngla Star!

Then here,r to our Confederaoy, atrong lre ara
and brave,

Llke patrlota of old re'1I flght our herltago
to aave;

And rather than lubnlt to ahaue, to d1e ve
wou).d prefer,

So cheer for the Bonnle Blue Plag that bearu
the alngle Starl

THE YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS

There,s a yellow rose in Texas that I am
goLn, to see,

No other darkle knows her, no d.arkle only

She crled so ahen I left
broke my heart,

And i.f I ever find her,
part.

her. 1t lrke to

we neyer more shaLl

But

CHORUS

She,a the sweetest rose of color thi.s darkte
ever knew,

Her eyes are bright as dianonds, they spa
}lke the dew;

You may talk about your dearest May, and
of Rosa Lee,

the Yellow Roee
of Tenneesee I

of Texas beats the bell.es

Where the Rio Grande Ls flowLng and starry
skies are brlqht,

She walks along the ri.ver in the quj.et
aumer nlqht;

I know that aherl1 remember when we parted
Iong ago,

I promised to return and not to }eave her sof

Oh, now I,m goln, to find her, for my heart
1a f11led with woe,

We'11 srng the songs together, w€ aang so
J.ong ago;

l{erIl play tha banjo gaiIy, and eing the songs
of yore,

And the Yellow Rose of Teiae shalL be mrne
forevermore f

***************************************************************

The Texas Rifles is a non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation and interpretation of history, with special
emphasis on the I'/ar Eetween the States, the Mexican tJar, and the Texas lJar of Independence. Annual dues are $12 per year,
pro-rated rnonthly. The Texas Rifles newsletter is published on an as needed bases, but usually appears bi-monthly. For more
information about the Texas Rifles, contact Scott Swenson or any of the members listed on the newsletter masthead. l,lembers
must promptly notify the unit comander of any change of address.
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NOTOS TAXTT AT

YICXSBIRG

JULY 1-2, 19&'

By Jas lbsse

Capt. Scott Swenson (left)
behind the firing 1ine.
Pvt. Robbie Chiles is facing
the camera by the parapet.

Earl Hutton (standing) and

l.1i ke Powel'l take aim at
approaching federals.

The fence or "breastworks"

held by the Texas Rjfles.
Note the muddy condition of
the ground and the improvised
I ean -to .



After Ear'l shot the Prisoner, who

tried to escape, he called to
passing spectators to, "Come see a

dead Yankee!"

HtrTOS TAXTI AT YICKSBNG JULY 1-2. 1989

by J-s lbsse

I'lhen Earl could entice sorneone

to ccme look at the Yankee, he'd
lift the rag so everyone could see

"l/hat happens to varmints that
invade our Southland!" It was
"vintage Earl Hutton at its
best ! " That 's Cpl . Davi d Agee

(left) searching for any money

that might have fallen out of the
prisoner's pockets!

!

O
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Ear'l Hutton rith his Yankee prisoner.
(read report by Janes Hesse). Ear'l

offers the prisoner a drink frcrn

his canteen while Lt. Eastland and

Capt. Swenson (behind prisoner) watch.
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Lt. Gi l l Eastl and di stri butes

anmunition to rembers of the

Texas Rifles manning the
breastworks. That's lst.
Sqt. Jeff Hunt on the 'left,

but his image is scrnewhat

bl urred.

One of the tents
in the Texas

Rifles camp.

Looks just like
the period photos

and drawings!

The hallowed Texas

Monunrent on the Vicksburg
Battlefi el d.

Pt0Tos TAxtx AT

YICKSBURG

JULY 1-2, r98!)

By Janes ibsse
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Two rpre views of
the front I i ne defended

by members of the
Texas Rifles.

PTOTOS TAXEX AT

YICXSBLNG

JULY 1-2, 1!t8!t

8y Jms lbsse

The famous courthouse
in Vicksburg (now a

museum) that is so

prominent in photos

and artwork show'ing

Vicksburg at the time
of the siege.



i

$

I
,,

J-

Edward Jablonski (left) and James Hesse (middle) with an

unidentified member of the Texas Rifles skeet shooting at

the 1989 I.li nedale muster '

14ISCELLANEOUS PHOTOS BY DON DRACHENBERG

Larry Richardson singing and sippi ng Dixie
at the same tirne! (1989 Winedale Muster)

"But, wi 11 you sti'1 '1 respect me i n the morni ng?"

says Earl Hutton just before Gay Frazer punched

him in the nose! (Gay is the lovely wife of
Bruce Frazer)

"But Tom, if we buy your stuff, do we rea11y have to pay

for these fleas too!" Left to right: David llaters, Joe l'Jalker,

and Tom Kerl y. (\,Ji nedal e 1989 )
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Bruce Frazer, who is
known to most of us as

a good friend and supplier
of sut'1 er goods.

A Confederate scientific experiment: "fJell fan my brow! If the ants wi'll eat
Draa's beef jerky, so can you!" says Joe l,/alker. Left to right: David Agee,

Chris Strzelecki, Joe l./alker, and David Waters.

PMTOS TAKEII AT PLEASANT HILL

BY MN DRACHENBERG. APRIL 8_9, 1989

(See Issue No. 16 for more photos)
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Battalion field music at Pleasant Hill. Chris Payne, a new

nember of the Texas Rifles, js second from the right, middle row

(That's your editor trying to get sorne sleep on the front row.)

Battalion battle flag
and color guard. David
Agee is on the rjght.
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